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Descriptive Inventory 
 
MSS 143    COKE, William Gaston, 1895-1977 – Collector 
 
3 ½ boxes.  11 folders.  15 items. Originals.  1836-1893. 
 
1940.23.1 
 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
 James Carr was born on June 22, 1836.  Formerly of Watervliet, New York, Carr 
came to the Shaker community at South Union, Kentucky, on September 25, 1879.  He 
had been a member of the Watervliet society about eighteen months before arriving at 
South Union.  On September 2, 1881, Carr left for Butler County, Kentucky, after 
becoming engaged to Elizabeth Flowers.  He was married to Elizabeth for five years, 
but re-entered the society on April 15, 1886.  On June 22, 1889, Carr was appointed 
elder of the East House after having been appointed in 1887 as second elder of the 
West House as an assistant to Elder Samuel Buchanan.  On October 31, 1889, Carr 
again left the South Union Shaker community to visit his wife Elizabeth.  He later 
returned to spend the rest of his life with the South Union Shakers, dying on August 21, 
1918, at the age of eighty-two. 
   BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
 
   The Collection 
Shaker Record D, 1879-1917 
Necropolis 
 
COLLECTION NOTES 
 This collection is comprised chiefly of a journal kept by James Carr, 1890-1892, 
and Shaker hymnals (9) kept by various members of the society. 
 James Carr’s journal covers everyday topics of Shaker life such as duties or 
chores, business partners, producing and marketing food, goods, and crops, as well as 
travel records.  Carr also records the weather daily as well as the movements within the 
Shaker community of South Union, Kentucky.  This journal is an excellent account of life 
in a Shaker community giving partial census reports and deaths.  It also provides an 
exact seasonal record of crops, preserving, and milling records 1890-1911, with 
scattered business entries for 1892-1893. 
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 The hymnals contain sacred songs that are typical of those used in various 
Shaker communities of that time period.  The hymnals are complied by different 
members of the South Union Shaker society. 
BOX LIST  
 
BOX  1 Journal and hymnals 1836-1893  4 items 
      
Folder  1 Descriptive inventory and   5 items 
 associated data 
 
Folder  2 South Union Shaker journal – 1890-1893 1 item, 184p.  
 James Carr  
 
 2a South Union Shaker journal – 1890-1893  
     James Carr (photocopy and  
     typescript) 
 
Folder  3 South Union Shaker hymnal – 1827-1836 1 item,139p. 
  Betsy Smith  
 
 3a South Union Shaker hymnal – 1836  
     Betsy Smith (photocopy) 
 
 
Folder  4 South Union Shaker hymnal – 1844-1853 1 item, 
 Mary Edwards  139p. 
 
 4a South Union Shaker hymnal – 1844-1853  
     Mary Edwards (photocopy) 
 
 
BOX  2 Hymnals 1844-1867 3 items 
 
Folder  1 South Union Shaker hymnal – 1844-1867 1 item, 48p. 
 Chester C. Holman 
 
 1a  South Union Shaker hymnal –  1844-1867  
    Chester C. Holman (photocopy) 
 
Folder  2 South Union Shaker hymnal – 1848 1 item, 122p. 
 Writer unidentified 
 
 2a  South Union Shaker hymnal – 1848  
     Writer unidentified (photocopy) 
 
Folder  3 South Union Shaker hymnal –  1849-1866 1 item, 179p. 
 Writer unidentified 
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 3a South Union Shaker hymnal –  1849-1866  
     Writer unidentified (photocopy) 
 
 
BOX  3 Hymnals 1850-1866 3 items 
 
Folder  1 South Union Shaker hymnal –  1850-1866 1 item, 85p.  
 Harvey L. Eades:  only one hymn 
 signed by Eades  
 
 1a South Union Shaker hymnal –  1850-1866  
      Harvey L. Eades (photocopy) 
 
Folder  2 South Union Shaker hymnal – 1852-1855 1 item, 254p. 
 Harvey L. Eades 
 
 2a South Union Shaker hymnal –  1852-1855  
       Harvey L. Eades (photocopy) 
 
Folder  3 South Union Shaker hymnal –  1852-1856 1 item, 75p. 
 Robert Johns 
 
 3a South Union Shaker hymnal –  1852-1856  
   Robert Johns (photocopy) 
 
BOX  4 Hymnal n.d. 1 item 
 
Folder  1 South Union Shaker hymnal –  n.d. 1 item, 62p. 
 Writer unidentified 
 
 1a South Union Shaker hymnal – n.d. 
     Writer unidentified (photocopy)  
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS COKE, William Gaston, 1895-1977 –   1836-1893 
143  Collector 
 
Shaker journal, 1891-1893 (184p.) kept by James Carr,  
South Union, Kentucky, giving daily activities within the Shaker 
community.  Includes hymnals, 1836-1856 (9), compiled by  
Shaker society members.  A name index is available, also. 
  3 ½ boxes.  11 folders.  15 items. 
  1940.23.1 
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SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Booker, Lucilla, 1834-1918     B1,F2a, p. 2, 59, 63, 114, 131, 135 
Booker, William, b.1841     B1,F2a, p. 3, 17, 27, 33, 35, 38, 45-46, 51, 59, 65,  
68, 70, 78, 85, 88, 94, 97, 102-103,105, 113, 117, 130, 135, 138, 148-149, 155, 
160 
Boler, Daniel, 1804-1894     B1,F2a, p. 158 
Carr, James, 1836-1918      B1,F2a, p. 3, 94, 123, 170-171, 174 
Cowan, Jane, 1829-1909     B1,F2a, p. 6, 20-21, 35, 39, 41, 42, 53, 56, 58, 67,  
74, 78, 92, 113, 136-138, 140, 145, 160, 170 
Dorch, Sarah, b.1833     B1,F2a, p. 78-80 
Downers     B1,F2a, p. 70 
Eades, Harvey Lauderdale, 1807-1892     B1,F2a, p. 3, 16, 87, 94; B3,F1&2 
Edwards, Mary, 1809-1892     B1,F2a, p. 6, 92-93 
Gerry, Elbridge, 1833-1897     B1,F2a, p. 3, 20-21, 35, 40, 58, 73, 84, 148, 165, 176 
Hampton, Oliver C.     B1,F2a, p. 18-19, 76, 92-93, 105-107, 114, 116, 144-145, 161 
Harrison, John     B1,F2a, p. 30, 35, 62, 64, 72, 88, 90-91, 102, 111, 152, 158,  
161, 165-166, 176 
Hilton, Charity, b.1851     B1,F2a, p. 6, 14, 20-21, 27, 32-33, 36, 45-46, 59, 63,  
65, 70, 84, 108, 154, 170, 174 
Hilton, Elvarine, 1818-1903     B1,F2a, p. 6, 14, 20-21, 27, 32, 36, 42, 45-46, 59,  
63, 65, 135, 170, 174 
Holman, Chester C., 1840-1892 B1,F2a, p.3, 222-23, 123; B2,F1 
Johns, Robert B3,F3 
Mason, John     B1,F2a, p. 16, 20-23, 25-29, 31-34, 37, 39, 44-45, 47-48, 53-55,  
60, 62-65, 71-72, 75, 90, 102,153 
New Orleans, Louisiana – Merchants     B1,F2a, p. 142-143, 155 
Pearcifield, Lorenzo, 1832-1900     B1,F2a, p. 46, 52, 59 
Richardson, James H. 1838-1900    B1,F2a, p. 3, 8, 11, 13, 26, 28-30, 32-34,  
36, 41, 50, 55, 57, 59, 63, 67, 69, 73, 75, 78-80, 88, 91-92, 94, 98, 102, 104, 
106-107, 114, 119, 121-122, 125, 130, 132, 143, 154, 168, 170 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Blacksmithing     B1,F2a, p.16-17, 22, 127-129 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Bonnets     B1,F2a, p. 39 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Corn     B1,F2a, p. 8, 14, 20-21, 23-24, 30-31, 40,  
42, 54, 64, 69-71, 73-74, 103, 146-148 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Canning and preserving, 1891-1892     B1, F2a, p.  
14-15, 20-21, 29, 39, 69, 73, 78-79, 86, 111-115, 144-146, 155-158, 175-177 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Carding     B1,F2a, p. 39 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Card players     B1,F2a, p. 161 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Cattle – Raising and trade     B1,F2a, p.14-15 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Celebrations – Parade     B1,F2a, p. 39 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Cherries    B1,F2a, p. 39, 43, 45, 47-48, 115, 118 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Clergy     B1,F2a, p. 14-17, 106-107, 109 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Coffins     B1,F2a, p. 94, 143 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Dancing     B1,F2a, p. 161 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Deaths     B1,F2a, p. 22, 27, 32, 34, 43, 55, 72,  
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75, 90-92, 94, 97, 143, 144 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Diseases – Livestock     B1,F2a, p. 62, 182 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Fruit     B1,F2a, p. 39, 41- 43, 45, 47-48, 51, 53- 
56, 59-61, 63-64, 66, 70, 73-74, 111-116, 118, 137-139 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Farms and farming     B1,F2a 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Gristmills     B1,F2a, p. 165-166 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Hay – Transportation     B1,F2a, p. 13-14, 30, 45- 
46, 56, 115 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Horses     B1,F2a, p. 39 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Hymnals B1,F3&4; B2, F2-4 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Journals     B1,F2a, p. 189 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Livestock – Diseases     B1,F2a, p. 62, 182 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Oxen     B1,F2a, p. 94, 101 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Parades     B1,F2a, p. 143 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Picnicking     B1,F2a, p. 113, 145 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Potatoes      B1,F2a, p. 2, 11, 15, 17, 20-21, 26,  
29-30, 72, 82, 90, 116, 138, 147, 152 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Poultry – Marketing     B1,F2a, p 18-19, 22, 27,  
31, 65, 70, 85 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Sheep – Raising and trade     B1,F2a, p. 27, 30,  
38, 46, 49, 110 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Slaughtering of animals     B1,F2a, p. 159 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Strawberries     B1,F2a, p. 41- 43, 111-115 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Straw industries     B1,F2a, p. 39, 146 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Vital statistics    B1,F2a 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Weather      B1,F2a 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Weavers and weaving     B1,F2a, p. 39 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Wood as fuel – Transportation     B1,F2a, p. 9, 12- 
14, 20-21, 23-24, 31, 39, 49, 60, 67, 70-71, 73-74, 77, 79, 81-82, 85, 88-90, 92, 
94, 140, 142, 144, 157, 161 
Shakers – South Union, Ky. – Wool – Woolen and worsted manufacture     B1,F2a, p.39 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeffrey   08/16/2013 
 
